A personal journey through
the EU project landscape

Annemarie Meijer - Leiden University




Born and raised at Leiden University....

1983-1988: Biology student
———




Born and raised at Leiden University....

1988-1993: PhD student




Born and raised at Leiden University....
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The answer: 17 European projects
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The answer: 17 European projects

3 as scientific coordinator
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The answer: 17 European projects

2 Marie Curie Training Networks
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5 as supervisor of Marie Curie postdocs
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My first step into the EU project world

OvulEmb: Molecular control of ovule development and early embryogenesis




Funding to establish my research group

TF-STRESS

Transcription factors controlling plant responses to
environmental stress conditions

Research Project QLK3-2000-00328 within the Fifth ﬂ%«
Framework Programme of the European Commission 4‘%,?)k
‘Quality of Life and Management of Living Resources’ M{,‘A‘




Great science while tasting each other’s cultures

The view during the TF-STRESS final group dinner ....




My first Marie Curie fellow

Enrico Scarpella, PhD 2003 - now associate professor at University of Alberta




Goodbye plants, hello zebrafish

2003: Switched research lines to immunity and infectious disease in zebrafish

no more rice embryos > zebrafish embryos!




The zebrafish world has EU projects too!

Big projects!, but what could starting zebrafish researchers bring in?
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Work visit to Bergen: hands-on zebrafish screening

Identification and real-time imaging of a
Davelopmental . . N .
& Comparative myc-expressing neutrophil population involved
in inflammation and mycobacterial granuloma
formation in zebrafish
Annemarie H. Meijer™*', Astrid M. van der Sar®', Cristiana Cunha?,

Gerda E.M. Lamers®, Mary A. Laplante®, Hiroshi Kikuta®, Wilbert Bitter®,
12/06/2004 ; Thomas S. Becker®, Herman P. Spaink®



Coordinating another project

ZF-TOOLS: High-Throughput Tools for Biomedical Screens in Zebrafish

3 academic partners, 3 companies, 3 EU countries: Netherlands, Germany, Hungary
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There must have been a
group picture ...




And learning more about food culture ....




Teaching at the University of Szeged in Hungary

Two students from Szeged, Peter Racz and Anita Ordas, received their PhD
degrees from Leiden and | received an honorary professorship from Szeged




On with the next : a Marie Curie training network

FishForPharma: Training Network on Zebrafish (FishForPharma
Infection Models for Pharmaceutical screens i

8 academic partners, 2 companies, 5 EU countries: NL, DE, FR, ES, UK
14 Marie Curie fellows: 11 PhD students, 3 early stage postdocs

My dream come true: bringing together all leading EU zebrafish infection researchers

European funding supports the training of young
scientists in the FishForPharma network




The FishForPharma fellows

‘European funding supports the training of young ‘
scientists in the FishForPharma network
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FishForPharma team build




The Leiden FishForPharma fellows

Vincenzo Torraca (IT)

PhD student in FishForPharma
Graduated in 2016

Personal Marie Curie fellowship
Postdoc at Imperial College London

Julian Rougeot (FR)

Postdoc in FishForPharma
Continued living in NL

Moved on to Nijmegen University
Now at Wageningen University




The Marie Curie postdocs on individual fellowships




The Marie Curie postdocs on individual fellowships

The Hungarian students from ZF-TOOLS

Peter Racz: MC fellow Tuberculosis host genes
Anita Ordas: project manager FishForPharma
Now both at companies in NL



The Marie Curie postdocs on individual fellowships

Monica Varela (ES)

PhD at the time of FishForPharma

3 month research stay in Leiden, joint paper
MC fellow Inflammafish

Applying for grants to stay in NL academia



Tomacz Prasjnar (PL)

First met at zebrafish workshop in 2007
MC fellow Staphylomics 2015
Collaboration Leiden - Sheffield



The Marie Curie postdocs on individual fellowships
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Gabriel Forn-Cuni (ES)

Excellent bioinformatician

Wanted to expand microscopy skills

Postdoc in Leading Fellows program (EU COFUND)




And now to what we are here for...

Imagelnlife — Training European Experts in Multilevel Bioimaging,
Analysis and Modelling of Vertebrate Development and Disease

.. . RAL N Horizon 2020
17 participants, 7 EU countries, 14 PhD students Lttt N
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The ImagelnLife fellows




The ImagelnlLife fellows at Leiden University

Salomé Munoz-Sanchez

Studied in Chile

Toured the world to solicit for a PhD
Now studying tuberculosis in zebrafish

Radek Gora

Bachelor in Poland, master in Sweden
Work experience in ltaly

Now studying single molecule behaviour

Horizon 2020
European Union Funding
for Research & Innovation




Why do your PhD in an EU training network?

International experience counts heavily on your CV

Amazing scientific and cultural experience

Challenging course programme to develop a wide range of skills
A wealth of opportunities to visit other research groups
Experience how academia and industry work together

Informal contact with group leaders

vV V V VYV V V VY

Make friends in science for life
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How has it worked for me?

In numbers:

40 joint papers with EU partners
6 EU funded PhD students

10 EU funded postdocs

In keywords:
Rewarding, Cooperative,
Productive, Excellence, Fun

Some observations:
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Smaller projects (max. 10 partners) are the most interactive

PhD student exchanges are an excellent instrument to stimulate collaboration

The concept for EU training networks “propose any topic you like” fosters creativity
Network possibilities are now limited by an increasing clinical focus of EU programmes

European

Commission
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Why is international networking so important?

Rector magnificus Carel Stolker at the
444%™ dies natalis of Leiden University
(8 February 2019): “Science turns
around collaboration and competition”

British naturalist Sir Joseph Banks in a
famous letter during the French English
war (14 April 1796): “The science of two
nations may be at peace, while their
politics are at war.”
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Thanks to the European Union for funding our work!
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